
Ft. DeSoto Recirculation Project Financial Status Report 
November 16, 2004 

 
Ft. DeSoto Water Quality Improvement Project Financial Partners: 
 
Southwest Florida Water Management District  $416,250 
 
EPA Gulf of Mexico Program    $100,000 
 
EPA (direct)       $50,000 
 
Pinellas County Environmental Foundation  $250,000 
 
NOAA        $75,000 
 
Designated money from Fl. Dept. of Comm. Affairs $156,628 
(NOAA oil drilling fund) 
 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife      $70,000 
(Florida Gulf Coast Coastal Program)   
 
SWIM (SWFWMD) mitigation funds from FDOT  $170,000 
 
      Total:  $1,287,878 

 
 

FORT DESOTO RECIRCULATION PROJECT 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project will include the construction and 
performance evaluation of 40’ span bridges to replace portions of the filled 
causeways at Ft. DeSoto Park.  Summertime temperatures become extremely 
elevated in these areas leading to very low dissolved oxygen levels as well as 
severe seagrass stress and fish kills.   
 
The natural tidal flux and wind driven gulf/bay water will pass between the cells 
will help modulate water temperature and improve water quality by restoring the 
historic circulation patterns that existed prior to the filling of the passes.  
 
Preliminary modeling predicts a 100% exchange of water in the smaller bay and 
25% for the larger bay.  The bridges will be designed to allow non-motorized 
vessels to travel between the bays and provide a canoe trail within the park as an 
added public benefit. 
 
A public education informational display will be constructed to describe the 
project and acknowledge project participants. 
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