Essential Fish Habitat Description
Offshore hake (Merluccius albidus)

In its Report to Congress: Status of the Fisheries of the United States (September 1997), NMFS did not
consider the status of offshore hake; however, this species is not thought to be overfished.
Essential Fish Habitat for offshore hake is described as those areas of the offshore waters (out to
the offshore U.S. boundary of the exclusive economic zone) that are designated on Error!
Reference source not found. - Error! Reference source not found. and meet the following
conditions:

Eggs: Pelagic waters along the outer continental shelf of Georges Bank and southern New
England south to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina as depicted on Error! Reference source not
found.. Generally, the following conditions exist where offshore hake eggs are found: water
temperatures less than 20°C and water depths less than 1250 meters. Offshore hake eggs are
observed all year and are primarily collected at depths from 110 - 270 meters.

Larvae: Pelagic waters along the outer continental shelf of Georges Bank and southern New
England south to Chesapeake Bay as depicted in Error! Reference source not found.. Generally,
the following conditions exist where offshore hake larvae are found: water temperatures less
than 19°C and water depths less than 1250 meters. Offshore hake larvae are observed all year
and are primarily collected at depths from 70 - 130 meters.

Juveniles: Bottom habitats along the outer continental shelf of Georges Bank and southern
New England south to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina as depicted on Error! Reference source
not found.. Generally, the following conditions exist where offshore hake juveniles are found:
water temperatures below 12°C and depths from 170 - 350 meters.

Adults: Bottom habitats along the outer continental shelf of Georges Bank and southern New
England south to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina as depicted on Error! Reference source not
found.. Generally, the following conditions exist where offshore hake adults are found in
highest abundance: water temperatures below 12° C and depths from 150 - 380 meters.

Spawning Adults: Bottom habitats along the outer continental shelf of Georges Bank and
southern New England south to the Middle Atlantic Bight as depicted on Error! Reference
source not found.. Generally, the following conditions exist where spawning offshore hake
adults are found: water temperatures below 12° C and depths from 330 - 550 meters. Offshore
hake are most often observed spawning throughout the year.



