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This appendix includes maps showing known locations of struc-
ture-forming deep-sea corals in selected U.S. regions. These 
maps represent the coral records in the Deep Sea Coral Re-

search and Technology Program’s national geodatabase. The maps are 
for illustrative purposes and are not meant to be used for management 
purposes. Due to the resolution of these maps, a single point may in-
clude more than one record.

The data do not represent density of coral cover but rather known loca-
tions of corals that have been compiled by the program to date and re-
ported by taxonomic orders. Compilation of existing data is ongoing, 
and information on some orders may be incomplete. Reported coral 
locations are limited to where fishing or research has occurred. Thus, 
areas where no corals are shown on a map may reflect either an absence 
of corals or an absence of sampling. The data sources can be found on 
page 33 and include NOAA Fisheries bottom trawl survey and fisher-
ies observer program databases, fishery management council databases, 
research cruise results, museum collections, and literature citations.

The boundaries for the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) shown 
on the maps are for illustrative purposes only and are not intended to 
reflect areas claimed by the United States.
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Data Sources of Deep-Sea Coral Distribution Maps:

Southeast:
National Museum of Natural History
US Geological Survey, Cold-Water Coral Geographic Database (Scanlon 
et al., 2010)
Reed et al., 2005, 2006
Messing et al., 1990
Marine Conservation Institute
Yale Peabody Museum

Northeast:
US Geological Survey, Cold-Water Coral Geographic Database (Scanlon 
et al., 2010)
National Museum of Natural History 
NOAA Northeast Fisheries Science Center
Hecker et al., 1980
Watling et al., 2003
Theroux and Wigley, 1998
National Undersea Research Center, University of Connecticut
Yale Peabody Museum

Hawaii:
Hawaii Undersea Research Laboratory; University of Hawaii
California Academy of Sciences
Marine Conservation Institute 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute
National Museum of Natural History

Alaska:
NOAA Alaska Fisheries Science Center
Marine Conservation Institute 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute
California Academy of Sciences
National Museum of Natural History
NOAA Office of Ocean Exploration

West Coast:
NOAA Alaska Fisheries Science Center
NOAA Northwest Fisheries Science Center
NOAA Southwest Fishery Science Center
National Museum of Natural History
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute
NOAA Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary
NOAA Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary
Fautin, 2011. Hexacorallians of the World
Environmental Protection Agency’s EMAP Database
Seamounts Online (Stocks, 2003)

Gulf of Mexico:
NOAA National Center for Coastal and Ocean Sciences, Deep Corals of 
the Gulf of Mexico: A Geospatial Database of Structure-forming Benthic 
Cnidarians. (Etnoyer et al., in review)
National Museum of Natural History
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
NOAA Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary
Yale Peabody Museum
US Geological Survey, Cold-Water Coral Geographic Database  
(Scanlon et al., 2010)
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute
Marine Conservation Institute
Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection, Texas A&M University
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Data Sources of Deep-Sea Coral Distribution Maps:
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Photo Captions and Credits
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Cover Photo: Deep-sea coral habitat off the coast of Florida as documented 
by the NOAA Deep Sea Coral Research and Technology Program.

Page 3 top right: Gorgonian coral off of Alaska.
           bottom left: A diversity of deep-sea corals—including primnoid 
coral (Narella sp.), black coral (Trissopathes pseudtristicha)—and crinoids 
(Florometra serratissima)—flourish 8,757 feet deep on Davidson Seamount 
off the coast of California. Credit: NOAA/MBARI

Page 5 Gorgonian coral off the coast of Florida as documented by the 
NOAA Deep Sea Coral Research and Technology Program.

Page 7 Coral off the coast of Florida as documented by the NOAA Deep 
Sea Coral Research and Technology Program.

Page 10 The Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution team maneuvers the 
Jason II ROV for launch on a dive to investigate deep coral reefs off the east 
coast of Florida. Credit: Andrew David, NOAA-SEFSC

Page 11 Close-up of bubblegum corals in the genus Paragorgia, which grow 
to 8 feet tall on Davidson Seamount. Credit: MBARI/NOAA

Page 14 Coral community in the Gulf of Mexico

Page 15 left: The fishing vessel Velero IV was the platform from which 
NOAA scientists used the red Dual Deepworker submersible to study the 
southern California deep-sea corals.
  bottom right: Soft coral landscape in AK
  top right: Gorgonian coral and sponge in AK

Page 16 left: A coral landscape in Oceanographer Canyon off of New 
England. Credit: NOAA/Ocean Explorer
 right: Galatheid crab on gold coral off Hawaii

Page 17 Bamboo coral off Hawaii

Page 18 Crab on Primnoa coral off Alaska

Page 19 Gorgonian coral off Alaska

Page 23 Primnoa coral off Alaska

Page 26 Corals off Hawaii

Page 32 Coral photos courtesy NOAA and HURL

Below: Coral garden in Madison Swanson Marine Protected Area in the 
Gulf of Mexico.
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