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SUMMARY 

1. Habitat Activities and Accomplishments 
• Coastal Blue Carbon Interagency Team Meeting 

2. Tools and Upcoming Trainings 
• Online Climate Change Toolkit Tour (July 11, 2012, 3pm-4pm ET) 

• Modeling Effects of Climate Change on Fisheries (July 25, 2012, 2pm-3pm ET) 

• Revisions to EPA’s Climate Change Website 

3. Conferences and Key Events 

• 142nd Annual Meeting of the American Fisheries Society, Minneapolis-St Paul, MN (August 19-23, 2012) 

• Workshop on Methods of Projecting Hydrologic Impacts of Climate Change, Muskegon, MI (August 27-29, 
2012) 

• Third Annual Pacific Northwest Climate Science Conference, Boise, ID (October 1-2, 2012) – Abstracts due 
July 20, 2012 

• Restore America’s Estuaries 6th National Conference on Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration, Tampa, FL 
(October 20-24, 2012) 

• CERF 2012, Mar Del Plata, Argentina (November 11-14, 2012) 

4. Additional References 
• Delach, Aimee. 2012. Harnessing Nature: The Ecosystem Approach to Climate-Change Preparedness. Defenders 

of Wildlife, 19p. 

• Epple, C. (2012): The climate relevance of ecosystems beyond forests and peatlands. A review of current 
knowledge and recommendations for action. – BfN-Skripten 312. Bonn (German Federal Agency for Nature 
Conservation), 52 p. 

• Fourqurean, James W. et al. 20 May 2012. Seagrass ecosystems as a globally significant carbon stock. Nature 
Geoscience. DOI: 10.1038/NGEO1477. 

• Sea-Level Rise for the Coasts of California, Oregon, and Washington: Past, Present, and Future. 2012. The 
National Academies Press pre-publication, 260 p.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 

Habitat Activities and Accomplishments 
• Coastal Blue Carbon Interagency Team Meeting 

The third Coastal Blue Carbon Interagency Team meeting was held on Tuesday, June 19 in Washington, D.C; Amber 
Moore, Peter Edwards, and Ariana Sutton-Grier attended for OHC. Paul Sandifer (NOS) gave opening remarks and 
reiterated that NOAA and other federal agencies are committed to coastal blue carbon work even though there is very 
little new money to go around. After Paul's remarks and introductions, Linwood Pendleton (PPI/Duke University’s 
Nicholas Institute) gave a talk on a Duke University paper focused on coastal blue carbon considerations in existing 
U.S. Federal statutes and policies. The paper details a number of federal domestic policies where coastal blue carbon 
could potentially be incorporated, but determining the "how" is the biggest challenge. 
 

Following Linwood’s talk, the Science and Policy Workgroups had a joint break-out session to determine what they 
want to accomplish in the next three months and the broad vision for the groups. The Team agreed that a glossary of 
terms is needed so that everyone on the Team is on the same page with regard to what we mean when we talk about 
coastal blue carbon. The Team also agreed that the six National Ocean Policy coastal blue carbon milestones should 
be the overall guide for the Team’s efforts. In addition, the Policy Workgroup (and the NOAA Coastal Blue Carbon 
Team) will begin looking into federal policies where coastal blue carbon could be folded into, using Linwood's paper 
as a good starting point. The next interagency meeting will be in the fall. (Amber Moore) 

Resources 
Tools and Upcoming Trainings 
• Online Climate Change Toolkit Tour (July 11, 2012, 3pm-4pm ET) 

On behalf of the Coastal Conservation Networking (CCN) Partnership, the Land Trust Alliance will provide an online 
tour of the new and improved Climate Change Toolkit available on the Land Trust Alliance website. The CCN 
Partnership, established in 2004, provides land trusts working in coastal areas with the support they need to help 
address the unique challenges they face, including the development of natural wetlands and buffers, impaired 
ecosystems with increased vulnerability to storms and other hazards, as well as sea level rise and storm surges. The 
toolkit fully integrates the existing CCN website which compiled information from all of the current CCN partner 
agencies including the EPA, the NOAA Coastal Services Center, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal 
Program. This special tour of the Climate Change Toolkit will be for partner agency staff only and will demonstrate 
the searchable library designed to help conservation organizations and partners to explore case studies, frameworks 
for climate change planning, adaptation strategies, climate change communications strategies, and resources available 
for planning and project implementation. The online tour is also an opportunity to offer your feedback and suggest 
content for future inclusion. For more information and to register:  
http://www.landtrustalliance.org/training/webinars-workshops/online-climate-change-toolkit-tour.   

• Modeling Effects of Climate Change on Fisheries (July 25, 2012, 2pm-3pm ET) 
Climate variability and change can have major impacts on the distribution and abundance of marine fish. How well 
can we predict the effects of future climate changes on important commercial fish stocks like Atlantic cod? 
Understanding the physical-biological mechanisms that shape variability in fisheries recruitment is critical to 
answering this question. This seminar describes studies to determine how changes in ocean temperature and primary 
productivity will drive changes in growth and survival of larval cod (Gadus morhua) in the North Atlantic throughout 
the 21st century. Using simulations from an Earth System Model (NOAA GFDL ESM2.1) coupled with a highly 
mechanistic individual-based model (IBM) for larval fish, the ESM model outputs were averaged and analyzed for 5 
regions that represent the geographic boundaries of the current cod range. For more information and to register:  
http://www.nodc.noaa.gov/seminars/2012/07-jul.html#OneNOAAScienceSeminars_25Jul2012_NMFSClim. 

• Revisions to EPA’s Climate Change Website  
EPA has gone live with a completely overhauled climate change web site. The site contains information on the 
science of climate change, what EPA is doing, what the public can do, regional and sectoral impacts, indicators  
of climate change, federal programs and partnerships, adapting to climate change impacts, tools for  
public officials, etc. The website's look and feel are very user-friendly. Check it out 
at: http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/. 

http://www.landtrustalliance.org/training/webinars-workshops/online-climate-change-toolkit-tour
http://www.nodc.noaa.gov/seminars/2012/07-jul.html#OneNOAAScienceSeminars_25Jul2012_NMFSClim
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/


 

Conferences and Key Events 
• 142nd Annual Meeting of the American Fisheries Society, Minneapolis-St Paul, MN (August 19-23, 2012) 

The 2012 AFS Annual Meeting focus is Fisheries Networks: Building Ecological, Social and Professional 
Relationships. The meeting will bring professionals together to network and share knowledge in fisheries science and 
management. Speakers will present a broad range of Fisheries topics at the plenary session, technical symposia, and 
poster session as well as in continuing education courses. For more information and to register: http://afs2012.org/.  

• Workshop on Methods of Projecting Hydrologic Impacts of Climate Change, Muskegon, MI (August 27-29, 2012) 
The purpose of this workshop will be to review and assess methods that have been used to measure and model the 
impacts of human-induced climate change on hydrologic processes and variables, including evapotranspiration, 
runoff, streamflow, and water levels in lakes and wetlands. This workshop is intended to be a knowledge exchange, 
a summary of work to date, and a chance to help synchronize approaches to this problem. More information on this 
workshop can be found at http://www.glerl.noaa.gov/res/workshops/hydro_cc_workshop.html. 

• Third Annual Pacific Northwest Climate Science Conference, Boise, ID (October 1-2, 2012) – Abstracts due July 
20, 2012 
The Pacific Northwest Climate Science Conference provides an annual forum to exchange scientific results and policy 
and management options related to climate change and climate impacts research focused on the Pacific Northwest. 
The conference, entering its third year, has attracted a wide range of interested individuals including policymakers, 
resource managers, public agency staff, NGO personnel, and agency and university scientists. This conference aims to 
go beyond the typical discipline‐based climate conference to stimulate a place‐based exchange of information about 
emerging science, impacts, and adaptation related to the Pacific Northwest (PNW) climate. The conference will also 
provide a forum for emerging policy and management goals, objectives, and information needs related to regional 
climate impacts and adaptation. To learn more and submit abstracts go 
to: http://pnwclimateconference.org/index.html. 

• Restore America’s Estuaries 6th National Conference on Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration, Tampa, FL 
(October 20-24, 2012) 
Restore America’s Estuaries biennial National Conference on Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration has become 
one of the most important and preeminent conferences on the coastal restoration community’s calendar. The 
Conference focuses attention on the challenges and opportunities facing coastal habitat restoration community. Join 
the restoration practitioners, civic and community leaders, consultants, scientists, educators, planners, engineers, 
students, volunteers, philanthropists, program managers, field staff, contractors, regulators, and others at this must-
attend event. The 6th National Conference theme is “Restoring Ecosystems, Strengthening Communities,” and they are 
particularly interested in proposals for sessions, presentations, and posters dealing with the interface of the 
environment and the economy, but all proposals relevant to coastal habitat restoration will not only be considered, but 
are highly encouraged. For more information and to submit proposals: http://program.estuaries.org/.  

• CERF 2012, Mar Del Plata, Argentina (November 11-14, 2012) 
With the theme, The Changing Coastal and Estuarine Environment: A Comparative Approach, comparison focuses 
specifically on temperate, coastal systems within Southern and Northern Hemispheres. This conference aims to 
summarize the state of knowledge of six topics of concern within a changing coastal environment, compare the nature 
of human impacts within temperate South America and those in comparable climates within North America, foster 
future international collaborations, and foster broader education of students and young scientists and promote 
networking among peers and with the geographically larger community. For more information and to 
register: http://www.erf.org/cerf2012argentina. 

Additional References 
• Delach, Aimee. 2012. Harnessing Nature: The Ecosystem Approach to Climate-Change Preparedness. Defenders of 

Wildlife, 19p. 
Full report: http://www.defenders.org/publications/harnessing-nature.pdf 

• Epple, C. (2012): The climate relevance of ecosystems beyond forests and peatlands. A review of current  
knowledge and recommendations for action. – BfN-Skripten 312. Bonn (German Federal Agency for  
Nature Conservation), 52 p. Full report:  
http://www.bfn.de/fileadmin/MDB/documents/service/Skript_312.pdf 
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http://pnwclimateconference.org/index.html
http://program.estuaries.org/
http://www.erf.org/cerf2012argentina
http://www.defenders.org/publications/harnessing-nature.pdf
http://www.bfn.de/fileadmin/MDB/documents/service/Skript_312.pdf


 

• Fourqurean, James W. et al. 20 May 2012. Seagrass ecosystems as a globally significant carbon stock. Nature 
Geoscience. DOI: 10.1038/NGEO1477. 
Full text: http://www.nature.com/ngeo/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/ngeo1477.html  

• Sea-Level Rise for the Coasts of California, Oregon, and Washington: Past, Present, and Future. 2012. The National 
Academies Press pre-publication, 260 p. 
Full text: http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=13389 
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